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In 2018, Living by Design Ministries earned the Platinum Seal of Transparency from 
GuideStar, the world’s largest source of nonprofit information. To reach the Platinum level, 
we added extensive information to our Nonprofit Profile: basic contact and organizational 

information; in-depth financial information; quantitative information about goals, 
strategies, and progress toward our mission. We are proud to share our key metrics with 
the world and highlight the changes we’re making. We want to give potential donors an 

alternative to simplistic financial ratios to evaluate our non-profit ministry.  

On December 22, 2017, we received our 501(c)3 non-profit status from the IRS. As a 
certified non-profit organization, donors can deduct donations they make to Living by 

Design Ministries under IRC Section 170. We are also qualified to receive tax-deductible 
bequests, devises, transfers, or gifts under Section 2055, 2106, and 2522. This status further 

classifies us as a public charity. In order to remain a public charity (and not a private 
foundation), a 501(c)3 must obtain at least 1/3 of its donated revenue from a fairly broad 

base of public support.

Living by Design Ministries was named a “2018 Top-Rated Nonprofit” by GreatNonprofits, 
the leading provider of user reviews of charities and nonprofits. Top-Rated Nonprofit Award 
is the based on the rating and number of reviews that our ministry received from volunteers, 
donors and aid recipients. GreatNonprofits is the leading website where people share stories 

about their personal experiences on more than 1.6 million charities and nonprofits. The 
GreatNonprofits Top-Rated Awards are the only awards for nonprofits determined by those 

who have direct experience with the charities – as donors, volunteers, and recipients of aid.
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 A LETTER FROM SARAH KOONTZ

While most Christians revere the Bible as the 
inspired Word of God, few read or study their 
Bibles on a regular basis. Bible literacy is 
declining at a rapid rate in our culture and 
Living by Design Ministries exists to stem the 
tide. By providing free online resources to help 
Christians better engage with the biblical text, 
we are tackling the problem head-on.
 
True biblical knowledge is the aim of all our 
programs at Living by Design Ministries. Our 
primary function is to build a bridge between 
professing Christians and the Bible. We exist 
to help believers of all ages open their Bibles, 
understand what they are reading, and apply 
the freeing truths to their lives. 
 
We utilize social media, e-mail, and blog 
articles to engage Christians in a way that 
fits into their busy lifestyles. By creating free 
educational tools that are delivered digitally, 
we provide a practical solution for Christians 

who desire to study their Bible but don’t have the time or resources to engage 
in other programs.
 
We are a low-risk Bible study solution for the average Christian.  Our exegetical 
(bible-centered) studies are free and easy to complete. They can be completed 
entirely on a mobile device, and are convenient to share with friends and family. 

We help Christians grow in their knowledge and understanding of God’s Word, 
while also equipping them to share their faith with family and friends—a unique 
ministry approach we like to call evangelical discipleship. 

During our first year as a non-profit organization, we reached hundreds of 
thousands of people with our uplifting, Bible-centered articles and free studies. 
With your help, we can cultivate the resources we need to reach more people 
with the only food that sustains—the Bible!

Sarah E. Koontz
President of Living by Design Ministries
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The heart behind this ministry is beautiful, and Sarah truly 
organized a wonderful team to carry the message of the gospel 
all over the world. Her free Bible studies have impacted my life 
and I can’t wait to see what the Lord inspires her to write next. 
This is a ministry worth investing in because there is fruit and 
a genuine passion for women learning God’s Word and learning 

to trust Him more. 
-Jennifer B. (Volunteer & Donor)

I found Living by Design via a facebook recommendation and 
am SO incredibly grateful that I did. I’m currently completing 
four of Sarah’s free Bible studies and am benefitting immensely 
from the experience; growing in the Word and becoming closer 
to God. I’ve been so impressed by the quality of the materials 
and the potential reach, via free online resources, that I’ve 
decided to become a monthly donor. I highly recommend 
Sarah’s Bible studies and thank her for sharing her ministry 

with us. 
-Hayley Jane  (Bible Study Partic ipant & Donor)

This ministry is the real deal - when they say free, it’s free - no 
strings attached. When they offer to pray for you, they do. This 
ministry exists to love God and love people while helping them 
grow in their faith and closer to God. Everything Living by Design 

Ministries does is to pour into the people they serve. 
- Liz P. (Bible Study Partic ipant & Launch Team Member)

I love Sarah’s scripturally based devotionals! Her words are 
quality over quantity, and bless me each time I read. Thank 

you for pointing us back to the truth! 
- Kelly H. (Bible Study Partic ipant)

When Living by Design says free, that’s exactly what they mean. 
And THAT is a rarity in this world of Bible studies. They look 
to provide free, well-written Bible studies to the public. But 
more than that is the heart that goes into this. Sarah genuinely 
cares about the people who read her studies. And for that I 
am thankful. -Kristin B. (Bible Study Partic ipant & Volunteer)

TESTIMONIALS
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WISDOM
Living by design ministries

Wisdom Whispers: 
Released April  2018 

This 31-day study of King Solomon will help you hear 
Wisdom’s call to salvation, obedience, and humility. 
Solomon began his reign with wisdom and ended it 
with folly. We will explore what went wrong and do 

our best to learn from his mistakes.

Reclaim the Sabbath: 
Released June 2018

I invite you to join me for this 6-week video series and 
guided Scripture reading plan on Sabbath rest. Together 
we will learn why God established the Sabbath and the 
glorious blessings it holds for us when we choose to 
receive it as a gift. Let’s learn how to create space for 

sacred rest together!

A Free Advent Reading Plan

Hope Rekindled: 
Released December 2018

This Advent Reading Plan was written to encourage 
small group study and Christ-centered conversation 
throughout the hectic holiday season. As you walk 
through this 4-week plan, you will be invited to slow 
down, remember, anticipate, and rejoice in all Jesus 

Christ has done and all He has promised to do.

NEW RESOURCES IN 2018

Before I Go: 
Released October 2018

This 3-week study offers a detailed account of Jesus 
final words and actions in John 14-17. These words, 
penned by one of Jesus’ dearest friends, reveal the 

heart of the Man, the Messiah, and the Redeemer. 
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BY THE NUMBERS

2017: 78,477 visitors and 
156,379 page-views.

2018: 132,723 visitors and 
262,518 page-views.

Our subscribers opened an average of 

40,000 Bible study e-mails each month.

Our combined social media reach averaged 

more than 500,000 people per month.

We received financial contributions from 

150+ individuals totaling $49,043.64.

We engaged a team of  25+ volunteers to 

help expand the mission of Living by Design.

We raised enough funds to pay 10% of 

Sarah Koontz’ annual salary.

2018 INCOME 

 $49,043

Programs | 61% | $15,510

Administrative | 11% | $2,959

Fundraising | 26% | $6,766

2018 EXPENSES | $25,236

61%

26%

11%

 IN 2019,  we hope to expand our volunteer and donor base while continuing to provide 
high-quality, free Bible study resources for our community. Our Board of directors is 
committed to paying Sarah Koontz’ salary, bringing on additional support staff as the 
budget allows, and giving 10% of our income to Bible literacy projects we believe in. We 
are excited about the talented volunteers who have recently joined our team and look 
forward to serving the ever-growing Living by Design community in the upcoming year.

GOALS FOR 2019
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‘“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.’”

-JOHN 21:17

LIVING BY DESIGN MINISTRIES

PO Box 1121, Rapid City, SD 57709
info@livingbydesign.org

LivingbyDesign.org

WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

CONNECT WITH LIVING BY DESIGN MINISTRIES ON TWITTER, INSTAGRAM, 

FACEBOOK, AND PINTEREST USING OUR NEW HANDLE @BYDESIGNORG. 


